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Excerpt from James Calvert: Or, From Dark to Dawn in FijiFiji, once so far removed from Great

Britain, not only by distance, but also by the vicious character of its inhabitants, who thought it policy

to kill and eat any foreigner who might land on their shores, has now become a British colony.The

civilisation of the nation without Christianity could never have been attained, but when the heart was

changed the life and customs of these benighted people became changed also.After Christianity

had made it possible for white traders to settle upon the Fijian Islands, much trouble and bloodshed

were caused by the wars they fostered. As Thakombau expressed it, "The whites who have come to

Fiji are a bad lot. They are mere stalkers on the beach. The wars here have been far more the result

of interference of intruders than the fault of the inhabitants. Of one thing I am assured, that if we do

not cede Fiji, the white stalkers on the beach, the cormorants, will open their maws and swallow
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